The Spotlight Couple

WIFE

   "Five ingredients of a good marriage are love, forgiveness, trust, communication and laughter"

CAROL

Benefits of being married are…

I have someone with whom I have created a history, and someone whom I have learned with on the journey. I have close friends and relatives I share memories with, but only with my spouse have I been on a trip up the Alaska Highway, through the birth of our daughter, struggled through my college years at age thirty-plus, and found strength in each other’s arms after losing both my parents.

What I appreciate about my mate is…

His honesty. He speaks to the point and I never have to guess what he means. He is always up front with me and others.

Our role model for marriage is…

A wonderful couple who are in their 80s. They have God at the center of every​thing they do. I believe that has been what has kept them happy and strong in their marriage of sixty-plus years.

HUSBAND

  "We focus on our marriage by taking a daily half-hour walk around the neigborhood, holding hands, and talking about issues on our heart.  Plus we have a weekly date night."

DICK

How does spirituality impact your marriage?

Although Carol was a Christian when we got married, I was not. I prided myself lit being independent and self-reliant. I didn’t want or need God helping or interfering in our marriage. At age thirty-eight, during the lowest point in my mid-life crisis, I called upon Jesus Christ to become my Lord and Savior. With Christ in our marriage, these last thirteen years have been totally different. An entirely new dimension has been added to our relationship. We pray together every night as a couple. Plus, working together in ministry allows us to spend quality time together as a couple, as well as serving God together.

How we go ready for retirement:

First, we applied the biblical principles of stewardship, including tithhig. By age forty-eight we had our house mortgage paid off and were totally debt-free. Second, we followed the guidelines in the book Getting Ready for A Great Retirement by Barbara Deane. We developed retirement goals of staying physically, mentally, spiritually and socially alert and active. All that planning paid off because I was able to take an early retirement at age forty-nine and we’ve been having a ball in the two years since I retired.

What fun sexual things have you done?

We enjoy making love in unusual places. Sometimes, however, along with the excitement, there are surprises and hazards. For example, once we found a deserted stretch of beach and made love behind a sand dune. But I forgot to put sunscreen on the area covered by my bathing suit... This summer, we rented a fifteen-foot truck and helped our daughter move to another city. Before returning the truck to the rental agency we parked and made love in the back of the truck. Look out for wood splinters! 

Dick & Carol Cronk have been married for twenty-seven years and live in Dayton, Ohio. They have one daughter, Jennifer, age twenty-five.

They are a presenter couple for Marriage Encounter and Engaged Encounter.
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